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President Reagan Establishes Housing Commission 


President Ronald Reagan has announced the creation of a 22-member Commission on Housing to 
advise him and HUD Secretary Samuel R. Pierce, Jr., on options for the development of a national 
housing policy consistent with the administration’s Program for Economic Recovery. 


Secretary Pierce called the establishment of the President’s Commission on Housing ‘‘a strong 
commitment by the Reagan administration to solve the housing problem in this Nation.’’ At a news 
conference held following the White House announcement of the Commission, Secretary Pierce 
introduced William F. McKenna, the Commission’s chairperson and Carla Hills, the vice chairperson. 
McKenna is a Los Angeles attorney and Hills is a former HUD Secretary. 


Among other things, the advisory commission will: 
@ review all existing Federal housing policies and programs; 
@ detail program options for basic reforms of federally subsidized housing; 


@ assess factors which contribute to the cost of housing as well as the current housing finance structure 
and practices; and 


@ seek to develop housing mortgage finance options which strengthen the ability of the private sector to 
maximize opportunities for homeownership and provide adequate shelter for all Americans. 


The Commission will meet weekly. An interim report is scheduled to be completed by October 30 of 
this year and a final report not later than April 30, 1982. 


Executive Order 12310 of June 16, 1981 
President’s Commission on Housing 


By the authority vested in me as President of the United States, and in order to establish, in accordance 
with the provisions of the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5 U.S.C. App. 1), a 
Presidential advisory committee on national housing policies and Federal programs in furtherance 
thereof, it is hereby ordered as follows: 


Section |. Establishment. (a) There is established the President’s Commission on Housing. The 
Commission shall be composed of not more than twenty-two (22) members from private life and from 
State and local governments who shall be appointed by the President. 


(b) The President shall designate a Chairman and Vice-Chairman from among the members of the 
Commission. 











Sec. 2. Functions. The Commission shall advise the President and the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development with respect to options for the development of a national housing policy consistent with 
the President’s Economic Recovery Program and the role and objectives of the government in future 
housing availability. Consistent with these general functions, the Commission shall. 


a. Analyze the relationship of homeownership to political, social, and economic stability within the 
nation; 


b. review all existing federal housing policies and programs; 


c. assess those factors which contribute to the cost of housing as well as the current housing finance 
structure and practices in the country; 


d. seek to develop housing and mortgage finance options which strengthen the ability of the private 
sector to maximize opportunities for homeownership and provide adequate shelter for all Americans: 


e. detail program options for basic reform of federally subsidized housing; and, 


f. utilize such private and public sector expertise available in the housing field as the Commission, in 
its descretion, deems appropriate. 


The Commission shall provide information and advice to the President or to the Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development whenever requested and shall provide the President and the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development with an interim report not later than October 30, 1981 and a final 
report not later than April 30, 1982. 


Sec. 3. Administration. (a) Members of the Commission shall serve without compensation. However, 
they shall be entitled to travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsistence, as authorized by law 

for persons serving intermittently in the government service (5.U.S.C. 5701-5707), to the extent funds 
are available therefor. 


(b) The Heads of the Executive agencies shall, to the extent permitted by law, provide the Commission 
such information as it may require for the purpose of carrying out its functions. 


(c) Any expenses of the Commission shall be paid from funds available to the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development. 


Sec. 4. General. (a) Notwithstanding any other Executive Order, the responsibilities of the President 
under the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as amended, except that of reporting annually to the 
Congress, which are applicable to the advisory committee established by this Order, shall be performed 
by the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development in accordance with guidelines and procedures 
established by the Administrator of General Services. 

(b) The Commission shall terminate upon presenting its final report and recommendations to the 
President and the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development. 

The White House 

June 16, 1981 


/s/Ronald Reagan 





Four HUD Assistant Secretaries Sworn In 


Stephen J. Bollinger, Stephen May, Antonio Monroig and Judith L. Tardy have been sworn in as 
Assistant Secretaries at HUD. Bollinger is Assistant Secretary for Community Planning and Develop- 
ment, May is Assistant Secretary for Legislation and Congressional Relations, Monroig is responsible 
for Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity, and Tardy is Assistant Secretary for Administration. 


Bollinger, an Ohio housing official, has primary responsibility for management and administration of 
the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program and the Urban Development Action Grant 
(UDAG) program as well as other programs of assistance to cities and urban areas. Before coming to 
HUD, he was executive director of the Columbus, Ohio, Metropolitan Housing Authority. A 
co-founder and former vice president of the Public Housing Authorities Directors Association, he has 
held State and national positions with the National Association of Housing and Redevelopment 
Officials. He is a native of Louisville, Ky. 


May is a former Mayor of Rochester, N.Y. and serves as the principal advisor to HUD Secretary 
Samuel Pierce, Jr. on developing legislation and is responsible for providing services to the Congress 
related to HUD programs and activities. A former member of the Branch, Turner, and Wise |aw firm 
of Rochester, May served as commissioner and chairman of the New York Board of Elections between 
1975 and 1979. During his term as Mayor of Rochester (1970-1974), he presided over a large urban 
renewal and housing program which drew heavily on HUD resources. A native of Rochester, he earlier 
served for eight years as a city-councilman-at-large. 


Monroig, a native of San Juan, Puerto Rico, is responsible for assuring fair housing for all American 
citizens, and seeing to it that all HUD-assisted programs are administered without discrimination based 
on race, sex, color or national origin. He will also implement equal employment opportunity in 
HUD-funded construction and promote job and business opportunities within the Department and in 
local agencies funded by HUD. A former special assistant to the Mayor of San Juan (1977), Monroig 
served as deputy director of the San Juan Legal Services, Inc., and was a trial attorney in the Puerto 
Rican Department of Justice. 


Tardy is the principal adviser to Secretary Pierce and other staffers on administrative programs and 
management covering such areas as organization and management information, personnel, budget, 
finance and accounting, administrative services, procurement and contracts, and automated data 
processing and operations. Prior to her HUD appointment. Tardy was director of Administrative 
Programs and Services at the U.S. Department of Labor. For the past 12 years, she has held 
management positions at such agencies as the Commodity Futures Trading Commission, the Federal 
Energy Administration, the Cost of Living Council and the Department of Transportation. She is a 
native of Carlisle, Pa. 


Pierce Names Bowers to Deputy Assistant Secretary Post 


G. Hunter Bowers, Jr. , a Frederick, Md. , building materials distribution executive, has been appointed 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Single-Family Housing and Mortgagee Activities by HUD Secretary 
Samuel R. Pierce, Jr. He will be responsible for the direction and management of all single-family 
mortgage insurance programs, and various property improvement, mobile home and land development 
programs. 


Bowers also will direct the provision of specialized engineering support services in the area of civil, 
sanitary and mechanical engineering and will be responsible for all single-family Secretary-held 
housing and the disposal operation. 


Prior to his nomination, Bowers was president of the William D. Bowers Lumber Company and the 
Blue Ridge Homes Manufacturing Company of Frederick, Md. He has experience in all phases of 
public housing delivery, including conceptual planning and design, and holds a number of construction 
industry manufacturing patents in this country and abroad. 





The nominee has been active in the American National Metric Council in the wood products area, and 
served on the American Lumber Standards Committee, a group sponsored by the U.S. Department 
of Commerce to establish voluntary standards for soft wood lumber. He has been active in many 
regional and national organizations including the National Lumber and Building Material Dealers 
Association, the National Institute of Building Sciences, and the Middle Atlantic Lumberman’s 
Association. 


A graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point, N.Y. (1946), he served in the U.S. Air Force 
as a pilot, nuclear weapons supervisor, and in command and operational activities. He presently holds 
the rank of colonel in the U.S. Air Force Reserve. A resident of Frederick (Md.) County, he has been a 
member of the county’s Board of Education and a member of the Board of Trustees of the Frederick 
Community College. He currently serves on the Board of Trustees of Hood College in Frederick. 


Significant Litigation 


Shirley Alexander, et al. v. Associated Services Group of America, Inc., et al., C.A. No. C-79-1128 
(W.D. Tenn. Dec. 31, 1980) 
(Dismissal Order) 


The District Court, upon stipulation of the parties, dismissed this action in which residents of 
Tiptonville, Tennessee alleged, inter alia, that a proposed Section 8 New Construction project would 
destroy the value of their properties and endanger their own safety because of the high crime rate 
associated with low-income housing projects. Plaintiffs argued that the decline in property value 
constituted a “‘taking”’ of the property in violation of the Fifth, Tenth and Fourteenth Amendments of 
the United States Constitution, the Tennessee Constitution and the United States Housing Act of 1937, 
as amended. The stipulated dismissal followed the court’s order denying plaintiffs’ request for a 
preliminary injunction against further construction of the project. 
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